
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1848.] Peace Dreams. 197 



PEACE DREAMS. 

The following paragraphs were written for the Advocate years ago ; 
and, as the bloody scenes of the last two years have furnished such 
startling and humiliating confirmation of their truth, we think it wel! 
to publish them as a well-merited rebuke of those who have all along 
deemed themselves better peace men than almost any body else, 
perhaps because they had the sagacity to foresee that there was to be 
no more war, and that consequently all efforts in the cause of peace 
were entirely superfluous ! 

Not a few, who deem themselves very sagacious, some of them 
unfortunately at the helm of the press, imagine there is now little or 
no danger of any more wars in Christendom, and even tell us that the 
last battle between Christian nations has been fought. God grant it 
may be so ; but these lazy predictions, " faith without works," are not 
the means of prevention, and may serve, by lulling the community into 
a false, indolent security, to bring on the very evil we dread, and yet 
disregard. Much has been done, and with great success, to hold the 
war-demon in check ; but, though kennelled and chained, he still lives, 
and is ready at any moment for the work of slaughter and devastation. 
The war-spirit, though quiescent for a season, still pervades the great 
mass of minds in every country, and needs only a provocation sufficiently 
strong to rouse it into fury like that which lately whelmed all Europe 
in blood and fire. 

It is a curious and instructive fact, that the tremendous wars con- 
sequent on the French Revolution, were preceded, according to Alison 
in his History of Europe, by the very same delusion on the part of 
men the most distinguished for learning and wisdom. " It was a gen- 
erally received opinion," says he, " among the philosophers and states- 
men of this period, that society had at length assumed a settled and per- 
manent form ; that all the great causes of discord had been extinguish- 
ed ; and that history would never again have to commemorate the vehe- 
ment contentions and tragic incidents which had arisen in an earlier pe- 
riod of human existence. Gibbon lamented (!) that the period of interest- 
ing incident was past, and that the modern historian would never again 
have to record the moving events and dismal catastrophes of ancient 
story. Such were the anticipations of the greatest men of the age, on 
the verge of a period destined to be illustrated by; the blood of Robes- 
pierre, the constancy of Pitt, and the victories of Nelson ; when the 
human race, mowed down by the merciless sword ef Napoleon, was 
to spring up again with an elasticity almost equalling the far-famed 
rapidity of trans-atlantic (American) increase." 

What a commentary on the blindness and credulity of those who 
noiv expect, because peace has continued nearly thirty years, it will 
continue forever. It may with God's blessing on right means ; but 
both the means and the blessing are indispensable to secure such a 
result; nor can the urgent necessity of both be too deeply impressed 
on the public mind in every Christian country. We ourselves have as 
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yet reached no real, permanent security against war. True, we are 
comparatively a peaceful people, and we have thus far adopted a policy 
remarkably pacific ; but the mass of our people are still saturated with 
the war-spirit, and might easily be roused into a war-excitement that 
would convulse the nation like a moral earthquake. God grant that 
the provocation may never come ; but, if it should, we shall expect to 
find our worst fears realized. 

Thus wrote one of our friends some five years ago ; and now his 
forebodings are turned into realities, more deplorable than he predicted. 
Such a man, this very man, was denounced as an incendiary, for efforts 
and utterances like these, even by some conductors of the religious 
press claiming to be too wise to countenance such warnings ! Honest 
men, we doubt not ; but how strangely lacking either in knowledge, 
reflection or sagacity on this subject. Such men will be sure to say, 
when peace is restored between us and Mexico, 'this certainly is our 
last war ; we have now burnt our fingers too much ever to thrust them 
into another fire of this sort.' So far from this, our people will be far 
more ready to plunge into another war, and may even exult at the 
prospect of measuring lances with a power like England. 



OMENS OF GENERAL WAR.* 

Moeal diseases are much more contagious than physical ; and the ter- 
rible epidemic of war, the great moral plague of the world, has now be- 
gun among ourselves a career of havoc and desolation, which may yet 
reach the utmost bounds of Christendom. This gangrene on the body T - 
politic, this species of political cholera, does sometimes spread with 
fearful rapidity from nation to nation, from continent to continent, un- 
til its deadly miasma taints more or less the atmosphere of the whole 
world. 

Thus arose the late wars of Europe, The plague-spot appeared 
first in Paris ; and it is quite remarkable, that those twenty-two years 
of bloodshed and devastation started from the fiercely warlike repub- 
licans of France, the armed propagandists of freedom, with the motto 
and the war-cry, Peace to the cottage, and war to the palace. It was 
a species of belligerent philanthropy, an attempt to bless the world with 
the sword, very much as some madmen among ourselves would fain 
overrun all Mexico, bombarding her cities, and butchering her inhab- 
itants, plundering her treasures, and appropriating to ourselves her 

*This article, written several months before the report of the late revolution in 
France readied this country, was crowded out of our last number; but we think its sug- 
. gestions are stili needed, and may be useful. 



